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Name: Southwest Main Street Sale 1
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Region: Central

Recreation District: Blackstone
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State Forest: Douglas

Closest Road: Southwest Main Street
Town: Douglas
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chuck.pernaa@state.ma.us

Stand Description:

Thisisa 95 acre sale area that may be broken into two sales. The oak stand has a site index of 54.
The stand is mixed oak that has been stressed by gypsy moths during the 1980's and 1990°'s. The
stand is approximately 60 years old and growing fairly slowly on this poor site. Thisdry site oak
condition should be treated to encourage a mixed stand of white pine and hardwood. Thetrees are
medium pole size to small saw log size. They are 35 to 45 feet in height and are of poor quality.

Aesthetic, Recreation and Wildlife Consider ations:

Aesthetic: Aesthetic considerations on the sides of the trail include lowering slash heights,
removing any trees that may potentially fall onto thetrail, skidding perpendicular to thetrail if
possible, limiting the numbers of skid trail crossingsto the trail and leaving a higher basal area of
trees as a buffer if it can be done safely.

Recreation: There are trails’'woods road in this area of the forest that are used for horseback riding,
hiking, and mountain biking. Thisforest hasagreat deal of hunting pressure during the deer
Season.

Wildlife: Some openings will be made to enhance wildlife. By creating openings, low ground
cover such as grasses or low bush blueberries should occupy the site prior to trees being established.
By establishing multiple age vegetation there will be developed forage areas, dense nesting aress,



and breeding areas for certain species of wildlife. Certain birds such as ruffed grouse and mammals
such as snowshoe hare will use this type of forest cover. There are some wetland areas that will
have buffer areas of 50-75 feet depending on slope to maintain shade and provide filtering benefits.
The steeper slopes will have the wider slope protection. There are no known Natural Heritage areas
at thistime.

Sale L ayout:

The existing woods road will be used for access with some upgrading to either fill over the stones or
have them removed and gravel / dirt road regraded. The sale will have enough trees removed that a
main skid trail will not be laid out. The operator will be able to maneuver between treesto set up a
skid road system. Signage will be put up on each end of thetrail in this section informing users that
aharvest istaking place and to use caution when approaching timber harvest area. Harvesting
operator will be instructed to leave the trail open at the end of the day and not to leave materia in
the trail for any extended time period. The landing areawill be off of Southwest Main Street and at
the end of the harvest it will be left clear of any logging debris and be prepared to be seeded at the
appropriate time.

Silviculture:

Thiswill be aregeneration harvest to create a new stand that hopefully will be a mixed white
pine/hardwood type. The stand stocking will be reduced 50% or more to create openings that
should encourage the pine to occupy the site. Some larger openings of one half to one acre will be
created to provide site diversity by encouraging some shade intolerant species such as paper birch or
aspen to become established. Thiswill also allow white pine which has an intermediate shade
tolerance to become a greater component of the stand.
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Attached: Topographic map showing location of Forest Products Sale Area






